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Chamber awards grants to local companies

Fourteen Overland Park businesses have been select- expect this program to generate meaningful economic impact

ed to receive funding as part of a micro grant program by strengthening local businesses, supporting job creation,
for small businesses and fostering a more resilient and vibrant small business

. ) . ecosystem,” Tucker said.
“Entrepreneurs often just need a small boost at the right time
to unlock their next stage of growth. That's exactly what this
micro-grant program is intended to do,” said Libbey Tucker, the
Chamber’s Senior Vice President of Economic Development.

The grant was made possible with the support of
private investors in the Overland Park Chamber’s
Opportunity NOW initiative and the City of Overland
Park through the Chamber’s Economic Develop-

By awarding up to $3,000 to these small businesses, we are ment Council.

fueling momentum, encouraging innovation, and reinforcing
our commitment to a thriving entrepreneurial environment. We ~ See the grant recipients on page 8.

Chamber Foundation presents civics competition

Congratulations to the middle school students who
participated in the 3rd annual National Civics Bee® in
Northeast Kansas, which was sponsored by the Chamber
Foundation and The Shipley-Westbrook Trust.

Twenty finalists from throughout northeast Kansas participated in
the live competition held on April 21 at Johnson County Commu-
nity College. They were selected from essays submitted by middle
schoolers proposing solutions for an issue in their community.

The top three winners advance to the state competition hosted by
the Kansas Leadership Center in Wichita. The state winner earns a
trip to Washington, D.C., to compete in the national championship

in Fall 2026.
: The top five finalists were - Caspian K., Kamron K., Cooper F,
Read more on page 5. Emeline W. and Noah P.

Greg Musil, Rouse Frets White Goss Gentile Rhodes, P.C., served as emcee of the National Civics Bee® in Northeast Kansas.



https://rousepc.com/
https://www.jccc.edu/
https://www.jccc.edu/
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Tracey Osborne Oltjen, CCE, IOM
Chamber President

Are you as smart as a middle schooler?

MESSAGE FROM OUR PRESIDENT

Judging by the results of our recent
Regional Competition for the National
Civics Bee®, | may not be. Our Overland
Park Chamber Foundation, in
conjunction with the U.S. Chamber
Foundation’s Civic Trust, hosted 20
middle schoolers on the Midwest Trust
Center stage at Johnson County
Community College to test their civics
knowledge.

Why is this program important to our
Chamber Foundation and the U.S. Chamber?

Civics matters because too many Americans
cannot answer even basic questions about
their government: many cannot name the
First Amendment rights, only about one-third
know the Supreme Court has nine justices,
and only about one-fifth of eighth graders are
proficient in civics.

Fewer than half of Americans can name all
three branches of government, demonstrating
that even the basic structure of government is
not widely understood. Just half of Americans
could correctly name the branch where bills
become laws.

Students who participate gain knowledge of
American democracy, practice respectful and
constructive engagement, and build trust in
others and in institutions. As they compete for
prizes, they strengthen their civics, writing,
and public speaking skills, and form

2

friendships with other young leaders along

the way.

Thanks to our sponsors, the Shipley-West-

brook Trust, JCCC, and the Health Forward

Foundation, our local competition drew

student competitors from across Northeast

Kansas, representing public and private

schools in Overland Park, Leawood, Prairie

Village, Mission, Olathe, Topeka, and

Leavenworth. Initially, students submit essays

proposing ideas to improve their

communities, with ambitious topics including:

+ Student athlete mental health

» Voter turnout

* Housing affordability

* Invasive species

* Minors vaping

+ Aquifer restoration

» Al education

» Healthcare access

+ Bullying

» Urban heatislands

+ Trash

» Public education

* Migrant equality

« Community service

Twenty finalists selected from the essay pool

compete in a civics quiz, then the top five

present their essay topics and answer

questions from civic leader judges. The top

three will represent our region at the state

competition at the Kansas Leadership Center,
(continued on page 5)


https://www.linkedin.com/in/tracey-osborne-oltjen-7028093/

Upcoming events

Wednesday Wake-up

Wednesday, May 13 - 8:00-9:00 a.m.
Johnson County Museum, 8788 Metcalf
Make connections and foster lasting
business relationships while enjoying
coffee and a light breakfast.

This event is a great opportunity to
see how the Johnson County Muse-
um, operated by Johnson County Park &
Recreation, collects and shares our history.
It's also an opportunity to hear how JCPRD is
creating opportunities to connect, celebrate
and engage during the 2026 FIFA World Cup.

Register

Young Professionails:
CEO Unplugged

Tuesday, May 12 - 4:00-5:30 p.m.
Mazuma Credit Union, 7260 West
135th Street.

Grab a drink, engage with other
young professionals and interact with
influential leaders to gain insight into
how these leaders built their careers,
navigated challenges and continue to
lead with impact. The panel discussion
is moderated by Stann Tate, Menorah
Medical Center.

yd
7/ |\

@ mbo

Featured panelists:
+ Leah FitzGerald, CBRE Group

 Dallas Purkeypile, AdventHealth South
Overland Park

+ Karla Engel, Oak Park Mall
Register

Small Business Council:

Owner’'s Roundtable

Thursday, May 28 - 8:30-10:00 a.m.
Overland Park Chamber of Commerce
Join us for a temperature check on
the state of small business own-
ership. Come ready to meet other
small business owners, share what's
keeping you up at night, and how we
can support one another to grow our small
business economy.

Register

Member Orientation

Tuesday, May 19 - 8:00-9:00 a.m.
Overland Park Chamber, 9001 West
110th Street

During this informal orientation,

new members or new employees at
Chamber member companies will

meet Chamber staff, connect with other
Chamber member newbies and learn
about valuable resources available to you
and your business.

Register

SERIES SPONSOR
Solutions

. Digital

Consulting

Leadership Overland Park

Graduation

Thursday, June 18 - 5:00-6:30 p.m.
Johnson County Community College
Join us as we celebrate the Leader-
ship Overland Park Class of 2026. The
ceremony includes a keynote speaker,
presentation on the class project and
the program is followed by a cocktail
reception.

Sponsorship opportunities available!

Ribbon cuttings

Thursday, May 7 - Lifted Logic, 5600 West 95th Street - 3:30
p-m. (Grand opening through 6:00 p.m.) RSVP here

Thursday, May 7 — AesthetiCare Med Spa, 7500 West 160th
Street - 5:00 p.m. (Grand opening through 7:00 p.m.) RSVP here

Wednesday, May 13 - Homestead Estates of Overland Park,
12701 Pflumm Road - 12:00 p.m.

Wednesday, May 20 - Holiday Inn Express & Suites Overland
Park South, 16101 Shawnee Drive - 4:00 p.m.

THE CITY OF OVERLAND PARK INVITES YOU TO

L OCK TOWE
¢ LANDING ?

FRIDAY, JUNE 5
5:30-7 P.M.
7950 MARTY ST.

Please join us for a ribbon-cutting and
house to celebrate Downtown
Owerland Park's new gathering space
and the future home of the
QOverland Park Farmers Market.

The Farmers Market pavilion will be open for
guests to explore. Remarks begin at & pm.


http://bit.ly/4vjTuad


https://www.linkedin.com/in/stann-tate-1188b13/
https://www.hcamidwest.com/locations/menorah-medical-center
https://www.hcamidwest.com/locations/menorah-medical-center
https://www.linkedin.com/in/leah-fitzgerald-39a4403/
https://www.cbre.com/offices/corporate/kansas-city#overview
https://www.linkedin.com/in/dallas-purkeypile-ba813712/
https://www.adventhealth.com/locations/hospitals/south-overland-park
https://www.adventhealth.com/locations/hospitals/south-overland-park
https://www.linkedin.com/in/karla-rocker-engel/
https://www.shopoakparkmall.com/
http://bit.ly/4sGTpL8


http://bit.ly/4tbxyvQ


https://liftedlogic.com/
http://bit.ly/4cAKvsO


https://greatskinkc.com/locations/#overland-park
https://greatskinkc.com/event/open-house-aestheticare-overland-park/
https://www.midwest-health.com/homestead-estates-overland-park/
https://www.ihg.com/holidayinnexpress/hotels/us/en/overland-park/mkcod/hoteldetail?fromRedirect=true&qSrt=sBR&qSlH=mkcod&setPMCookies=true&qSHBrC=EX&qDest=16101%20Shawnee%20Drive%2C%20Overland%20Park%2C%20KS%2C%20US&srb_u=1
https://www.ihg.com/holidayinnexpress/hotels/us/en/overland-park/mkcod/hoteldetail?fromRedirect=true&qSrt=sBR&qSlH=mkcod&setPMCookies=true&qSHBrC=EX&qDest=16101%20Shawnee%20Drive%2C%20Overland%20Park%2C%20KS%2C%20US&srb_u=1
http://bit.ly/4uNzb4J


https://www.fnbo.com/
https://solutionsdigitalconsulting.com/

Welcome to the Chamber!

INTRODUCING OUR NEW
MEMBERS

2BuildAl

Dominic Klobe, President

9393 West 110th Street, Suite
500

Overland Park KS 66210-2118

(913) 425-1105

dklobe@2build.ai

www.2build.ai

Construction-Planning, Technology

Energy &
Environmental

Advisors

Patrick Vuchetich, President

9393 West 110th Street, Suite
520

Overland Park KS 66212

(913) 645-9140

pjv@willconsult.com

www.eeadvisorsinc.com

Environmental & Ecological

Consultants

Flooring and More
Nick Chidsey, COO

1707 Northeast Rice Road
Lee's Summit MO 64086
(816) 524-0255
nick@flooringandmorekc.com
www.Flooringandmorekc.com
Floor Covering, Retail

Holiday Inn Express &
Suites Overland Park
South

Jayne Hopkins, Director of
Sales

16101 Shawnee Drive

Overland Park KS 66223

(913) 621-5900

HIEbluhawk@pricehospitality.
com

www.hiexpress.com/

overlandparkks
Hotels

Ikon at Promontory
Jill Overin, Property Manager
9001 Metcalf Avenue
Overland Park KS 66212
(913) 270-7979
manager.ikon@launchliving.

com
www.ikonatpromontory.com
Apartments

Interstate Roofing
Ashley Atkins, Office Manager
5040 Antioch Road, Suite A
Shawnee KS 66203

(913) 393-5997
www.interstateroof.com/

SES Landscape
Selvin Espinal, President
KC Metro

(913) 735-3540
selvin@seslandscape.com
www.seslandscape.com

kansas-city
Roofing

ISG Technology

Barbara Riedel, Marketing
Director

12980 Metcalf Avenue, Suite
550

Overland Park KS 66213

(913) 826-6100

isgsales@isgtech.com

www.isgtech.com

Information Security, Technology

KC Property

Connection

Nick Stoddard, President

KC Metro

(816) 600-4417

nick@kcpropertyconnection.
com

www.kcpropertyconnection.
com

Real Estate, Real Estate -
Residential

Loans With Jen
Andrew Smitka, Business

Development Manager
7819 Conser Place
Overland Park KS 66204
(913) 660-8371
jen@loanswithjen.com
www.loanswithjen.com
Loans, Mortgages

Lux Condo Garage,
LLC

Laura Hawkins, President,
Board of Directors

16014 Foster

Overland Park KS 66085

(913) 890-3349

info@luxurycondogarage.com

www.luxurycondogarage.com

Storage - Household & Commercial

RKC Wood Care Pros
Joshua Rangel, Owner

KC Metro

(913) 286-1091
josh@rkcwoodcarepros.com
www.rkcwoodcarepros.com
Home Improvements, Remodeling
& Repairing - Building Contractors

Landscaping & Lawn Services,

The Local Church
Shay Bogear, Lead Pastor
12011 West 127th Street
Overland Park KS 66213
(913) 214-6814
info@thelocalchurch.church
www.thelocalchurch.church

Landscape Architects Churches

Refer a potential Chamber member to Dave at ddyer@
opchamber.org and receive a credit when they join!

City Council Member Andrew Payne joined Chamber President Tracey
Osborne Oltjen to help Joe Samoszenko, President; Stefani Voorhees,
Chief Human Resource Officer; and other company reps celebrate a
ribbon cutting for Propio Language Services, 4950 College Boulevard.
Propio provides critical interpretation, translation, and technology-
enabled language services that connect people across health care,
government and business settings.

The company planned its expansion in Overland Park because a strong
business climate, central location and access to a highly skilled and
diverse workforce make it an ideal hub for the company’s operations.
Company officials said Overland Park’s commitment to growth and
innovation aligns with its own values, saying “We're proud to invest in a
city that is equally focused on building connections and expanding
opportunity.”

For more info: (913) 381-3143 or click here.

Summer Soccer events
June-July

Many fun events are planned around
Overland Park to give you the oppor-
tunity to take in the excitement of the
international soccer matches in Kansas
City this summer.

See details here


https://www.2build.ai/
https://www.eeadvisorsinc.com/
https://www.flooringandmorekc.com/
https://www.ihg.com/holidayinnexpress/hotels/us/en/overland-park/mkcod/hoteldetail?fromRedirect=true&qSrt=sBR&qSlH=mkcod&setPMCookies=true&qSHBrC=EX&qDest=16101%20Shawnee%20Drive%2C%20Overland%20Park%2C%20KS%2C%20US&srb_u=1
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https://www.rkcwoodcarepros.com/
https://www.seslandscape.com/
https://thelocalchurch.church/
https://propio.com
https://www.facebook.com/propio.language.services/
http://bit.ly/425ehky



Chamber Foundation
presents Civics Bee

Congratulations to the
middle school students
who participated in the 3rd
annual National Civics Bee®
in Northeast Kansas, which
was sponsored by The Ship-
ley-Westbrook Trust.

The top winners were:

1st place — Emeline W. - 8th grad-
er at Indian Hills Middle School
in the Shawnee Mission School
District. Her essay topic was
about promoting increased voter
turnout in elections.

2nd place - Noah P. - 7th grader
at Indian Hills Middle School in
the Shawnee Mission School
District. His essay topic was
addressing bullying.

3rd place - Caspian K. - 8th
grader at California Trail Middle
School in the Olathe School Dis-
trict. His essay topic addressed
the stigma of homeless.

Twenty finalists from throughout
northeast Kansas participated in
the live competition held on April
21 at Johnson County Commu-
nity College. They were selected
from essays submitted by middle
schoolers proposing solutions
for an issue in their community.

Thank you to our volunteer judges:

The National Civics Bee® is a
nonpartisan competition aimed
at improving civics education
and literacy among middle
school students, their families
and communities. The local
Northeast Kansas round of the
competition was presented by
the Overland Park Chamber
Foundation in partnership with
The Civic Trust of the U.S. Cham-
ber Foundation.

Other sponsors of the live event
were Johnson County Com-
munity College and the Health
Forward Foundation.

The first place winner received
a $500 cash prize, second place
received $250 and third place
received $125. The top three
winners advance to the state
competition hosted by the Kan-
sas Leadership Center in Wichi-
ta. The state winner earns a trip
to Washington, D.C., to compete
in the national championship in
Fall 2026. Prizes at the national
championship include a grand
prize of a $100,000 education
savings plan contribution.

The essay portal for the 2027
National Civics Bee® will open in
September 2026.

+ Reagan Cussimanio, The University of Kansas Health System

+ Ben Prell, Benefit Trust Company

+ Suze Parker, Parker Communications Group

+ Marshaun Butler, Saint Luke’s Health System

Mayor Curt Skoog, City of Overland Park

President’s message continued...

where the winner will advance to the U.S. Chamber
Foundation's competition for the $100,000 prize for their
education.

The thought and passion these young students brought to
their projects was impressive. | wish every Chamber member
had been in the audience - | know you would share my pride
in them and my optimism about our future. My hope is that
you'll help us spread the word to your student or to others with
middle schoolers to participate in the next competition.
Whether you have a student or not, | hope you'll join me at the
next competition to test your knowledge!

Three professionals
join Chamber Board

We are pleased to welcome three leaders joining the
Chamber Board of Directors

Kevin Gabriel serves as senior
director of corporate affairs at
Compass Minerals, where he
leads internal and external commu-
nications, corporate branding, stra-
tegic partnerships, and community
engagement and corporate social
responsibility initiatives. He has
more than two decades experience
helping organizations strengthen
reputation, engage stakeholders
and align strategy with purpose.

Kevin Gabriel
Compass Minerals

As Vice-President of Talent
Management & Analytics at Ev-
ergy, Tom Sullivan leads human
resources with responsibility for
the company’s talent acquisition,
leadership development, organiza-
tion development, HR information
systems, workforce analytics and
payroll/HR service functions. His
career includes positions with JE
Dunn Construction, Walmart, AT&T,
DirecTV and Sprint.

Tom Sullivan
Evergy

Amanda Todd is Vice President
of Enterprise Finance Planning &
Analysis at T-Mobile. She leads
corporate financial reporting and
T-Mobile's relationship with Deut-
sche Telekom, as well as financial
planning and analysis across the
company'’s Backoffice functions —
Finance, HR and Legal. Amanda is
deeply invested in mentoring the
next generation of leaders and is
a graduate of the KC Chamber of
Commerce Centurions program.

Amanda Todd
T-Mobile


https://www.compassminerals.com/
https://www.evergy.com/
https://www.evergy.com/
https://www.t-mobile.com/
https://www.kansashealthsystem.com/
https://www.midwesttrust.com/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/suzeparker/
https://www.saintlukeskc.org/
http://www.opkansas.org

Thanks for reinvesting!

MEMBER RENEWALS

50+ Years
Spectrum Business

40-49 Years
Ashok B. Bavishi, C.P.A.

Blue Valley Unified School District
229

GFT
Johnson County Government

Marriott Kansas City Overland
Park

20-39 Years

Corporate Woods
Enterprise Center in Johnson
County

Fisher Phillips LLP
High Touch of Kansas City

Home Builders Association of
Greater Kansas City

MD Management

Overland Park Convention
Center/Global Spectrum

Show-Me Live Event Production
Spencer Fane LLP

Turner Construction
Walmart-157th & Metcalf
YMCA of Greater Kansas City

Zurich North America
Commercial

10-19 Years

Choice Physicians Group

Circadia

K2 Landscapes

LANE4 Property Group

McCarthy Building Companies,
Inc.

Overland Park Wealth
Management

Red Robin Gourmet Burgers-
South Overland Park

Rouse Frets White Goss Gentile
Rhodes, P.C.

Searles Valley Minerals

Talk of the Town Grill & Bar-
Overland Park

Titan Built, LLC

5-9 Years

Avenue 80

Flury-Hinderks Insurance

Kendall Bank

Midwest Tinting

New Frontier Technologies

SelectQuote

Sky Real Estate LLC - Metcalf
Crossing

The INN at Meadowbrook

Zarda Bar-B-Q of Lenexa, LLC

1-4 Years

Abundant Life Church

AGEMA Insurance Solutions

Benefits Design Group

CreativeOne Marketing, LLC

Crossroads Investment Lending

Dragonfly Heating, Cooling &
Plumbing

Guardian Kansas City

Health Connect Home Care

Intrepid Direct Insurance

K9 Resorts Luxury Pet Hotel of
Overland Park

Kansas City Remodel &
Handyman Allen

Kolaches and Coffee

Lifted Logic

Manning General Contractors
LLC

OWN, Inc.

Quiality Plumbing, Inc / Quality
Mechanical

Real Property Management
Consultants

SpringHill Suites by Marriott

The Designery

Tier 1 Pickleball

Tommy's Express Car Wash-
Overland Park

YogaSix

We encourage you to support these businesses
that are investing in our community!

If you have colleagues who aren’t receiving the
Chamber’s monthly newsletter, let us know so we
can add them to the mailing list.

Just send your names and e-mail addresses to
Hannah at hmelton@opchamber.org.

Sponsorships available!

Chamber Golf Tournament

Monday, July 27 - 10:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m.
Nicklaus Golf Club at LionsGate

Our annual golf tournament is an
excellent opportunity to invite your
business colleagues, clients and other
VIP guests to join you for a fun after-
noon of golf and networking on one of
the Midwest’'s most spectacular and
premier private golf clubs.

More Info

.

Good Morning,

overland Park! aponeor”

Friday, October 16 - 7:30-9:00 a.m.

Marriott Kansas City Overland Park A L LO

Start your day right - fast-paced, fun and full of NESS

good news and laughter!

More Info

Chamber Annual Meeting  ¢.ccniing
Sponsor

Friday, December 11 - 11:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m.
Sheraton Overland Park Hotel g

e
Our time to celebrate, connect and get inspired AdventHealth
at the Chamber’s largest event of the year!
More Info

Looking for affordable
meeting space?

Located in Corporate Woods, the Chamber Building offers a vari-
ety of meeting space rental options. Whether you're planning an
event, a training session, or a one-on-one interview, the Founda-
tion Building has the perfect meeting space for you.

For more information, view our meeting space guide or contact

Hannah at hmelton@opchamber.org or (913) 766-7610.



http://bit.ly/30wJX1b


mailto:hmelton%40opchamber.org?subject=Room%20rentals
mailto:hmelton%40opchamber.org?subject=add%20to%20monthly%20newsletter%20mailing%20list
http://bit.ly/4sBs3qh


http://bit.ly/3Phwicl


http://bit.ly/4sU7tl8


https://www.allocommunications.com/business/
https://www.adventhealth.com/hospital/adventhealth-shawnee-mission

Click below for details.

LOP class studies
county government and
regionalism

Our 2026 Leadership Overland Park class re-
cently had sessions focusing on Johnson County
Government and Regionalism.

During County Day, they heard from county leaders in-

i 1
cluding County Commission Chair Mike Kelly and County Leadershlp Overland Park Serves Safehome!

Manager Penny Postoak Ferguson, Johnson County TH“RSDAY, IUNE 4 I G-QPM

District Attorney’s Office, Medical Examiner’s Office,

Johnson Count?// Park and Recreation District, the Crime GHICKEN N PIGKI-E

Lab and Johnson County Mental Health Center. They 5901 W 135TH STREET

also explored Johnson County history in the Johnson OVERLAND PARK, KANSAS

County Museum at the Johnson County Arts and Heri- TOURNAMENT | LIVE MUSIC | DOOR PRIZE | SILENT AUCTION
tage Center. ALL PROCEEDS GO DIRECTLY TO SAFEHOME TO HELP FUND PROJECTS!

Regionalism Day featured a panel of mayors represent-
ing the region moderated by John Holt, FOX 4 News. The
class also heard from community leaders who shared
behind-the-scenes glimpses of how many organizations
are working to enhance our metropolitan region.

Mark your calendar and plan to join us for Leadership
Overland Park Graduation, 5:00-6:30 p.m. on June 18.

2026 LOP Presenting Sponsor:

. @ Overland Park Chamber  L€@dership
ﬂJJ UnitedHealthcare

Foundation. Overland Park SafChva

Class of 2026

JOHNSON COUNTY OVERVIEW

Summer interns collaboration

If your company is hosting summer interns, we have a great
opportunity for them to engage with interns from throughout
the community.

CHAIRMAM MIKE KELLY

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONE

T OHNSEN
b ‘COUNTY

Our annual Summer in OP collaboration gives companies the chance to
have their summer interns interact with interns at other companies for
networking, professional development and community-building.

Sign up NOW: If your company plans to host interns, complete this short
form to express interest in the program.

Learn more

AYORAL PANEL -
::'OSTED BY JOHN HOLT,

MAYOR QUINTON LUCAS- KC. MO
MAYOR ERIC MIKKELSON PRAIRIE VILLAG!
MAYOR KATHLEEN ROSE= RIVER,
MAYOR/CED CHRISTAL WATSO
GOVERNMENT OF WYANDOTIE



http://bit.ly/4vy1eWe


https://jcprd.com/2235/Museum
https://jcprd.com/2235/Museum
https://www.uhc.com/
http://bit.ly/49Fkszf


http://bit.ly/49Fkszf


http://bit.ly/4a6kcur



14 Overland Park companies
receive micro grants

Fourteen Overland Park businesses have been selected to
receive funding as part of a micro grant program for small
businesses.

Grants were awarded to businesses ranging from two years to 30 years
in business.

The Overland Park Chamber and its Economic Development Coun-

cil offered the grant program to support business development and
expansion. Companies were eligible if they had fewer than 25 full-time
employees, had been in business for at least one year and were in good
standing with the State of Kansas.

Recipients are:
+ Crafted Fair Trade - to improve curb appeal in a high-traffic part of
Downtown Overland Park

+ Discourse Brewing - to support paid local music performances and
increased business in Overland Park

+ Frogmouth Insect Farm - to help create environmentally sustainable
lawn care options for the community

» Functional Health KC, LLC - for equipment to provide chiropractic
care to individuals across all stages of life

+ Heartstrings Community Foundation - to help support meaningful
employment for adults with intellectual and developmental disabili-
ties and increase visibility for downtown Overland Park storefront

+ KDGS Works, Inc. - for internship program development to give real
world digital marketing experience to the next generation

+ La Mega KC - to upgrade audio-visual equipment and support an in-
ternship program to serve the diverse and growing Latino community

+ Overland Park Community Church - for improvements to the pre-
school to enhance its early education childhood center

» Rachel Rutter DeKoning, LCMFT, LLC - to provide resources to OCD
patients and course development to reduce wait time for care

» Spartan Home Improvement, LLC - to develop an internship
program to build capacity for the company to take on more home
improvement and repair projects

+ Sugahrush Berries - to support operations and improve physical
space at Oak Park Mall

+ The Culinary Center of Kansas City - to help provide a welcoming
appearance in Downtown Overland Park during World Cup and be-
yond

* The Upper Crust - to replace a 20+ year-old cooler display case and
SERVSAFE certification for staff

» Vintage 78 Wine Bar LLC - for formal wine education certifications
for staff

The grant was made possible with the support of private investors in
the Overland Park Chamber’s Opportunity NOW initiative and the City of
Overland Park through the Chamber’s Economic Development Council.

This newsletter is distributed by the Overland Park Chamber of Commerce,
9001 West 110th Street, Overland Park, KS 66210.
(913) 491-3600 | Fax:(913)491-0393
opcc@opchamber.org | www.opchamber.org

Chamber President Tracey Osborne Oltjen joined Dallas Purkeypile,
President & Chief Executive Officer, and other hospital representatives
to celebrate the opening of AdventHealth Medical Group Primary Care
at Bluhawk, 7840 West 165th Street, Suite 330.

Patients of this clinic will be treated by family medicine and sports
medicine physician Andrew Johnson, MD, and a dedicated team of
advanced practice professionals. Dr. Johnson provides the full spectrum
of care for patients of all ages. He draws on his sports medicine
education to keep patients functioning at the level they desire for as long
as possible.

Chamber Senior Vice President Libbey Tucker helped Grant Laham,

Practice Owner/Dentist, and his team celebrate a ribbon cutting for the
new offices of Kansas Family Dental, 10304 Mastin Street.

For more than fifty years, Kansas Family Dental has been a trusted part
of the community, carried forward by three generations of dentists
dedicated to providing high-quality care with a personal touch. Kansas
Family Dental continues that tradition as a locally owned practice,
combining decades of experience with the latest technology to offer a
full range of services in-house.

For more info: (913) 500-56555 or click here.

Advertise here!

Get your brand in front of hundreds of
business professionals who receive this
newsletter each month.

Ad rates begin as low $50*

For more information, contact Stan at slawson@
opchamber.org.

*when you advertise for 12 months
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Chamber Vice President Craig Finn helped Nicole Jablonski, Senior Vice
President; Aimee Edwards, Regional Vice President; and other
representatives celebrate a ribbon cutting for the grand opening of the
newly renovated, state-of-the-art Ignite Medical Resorts at 11901
Rosewood Drive.

Ignite’s goal is to build a strong connection with the community and its
neighbors while providing outstanding health care in a facility they can
truly love and trust.

For more info: (913) 345-1745.

R

City Council Member Andrew Payne joined Libbey Tucker, Chamber
Senior Vice President, to help Jack Harmon, General Manager, and his
team celebrate a ribbon cutting for the grand opening of 810
Entertainment at 13500 Nall Avenue in Prairiefire.

810 Entertainment is an all-in-one upscale venue combining boutique
bowling, arcade games and interactive attractions like virtual reality with
a full-service scratch kitchen and bar.

Serving communities for a decade, company officials say they selected
Overland Park because it is a vibrant community with the perfect mix of
families and businesses. It aims to create a fun and safe working
environment instilled with a culture of collaboration and partnerships in
our community.

For more info: (913) 600-7088 or click here.

Magazine boosts talent recruitment efforts
Chamber releases
new Livability Overland Park

The 2026 edition of Livability Over-
land Park, KS is now available in
print and digital formats!

Wi vwmmry

Ove

land Park

Showcasing the outstanding quality of

life that Overland Park offers to a key
audience including entrepreneurs, site
selectors, executives, and talented individ-
uals and families, it is designed to attract
business investment, recruit talent and
encourage relocation to our region.
Family

In collaboration with the Chamber of 11y
Jor the W1i

Commerce, our partners at Livability
Media have produced unique, Overland
Park-specific content featured on Livabil-
ity.com, a national relocation resource reaching millions of individuals
and families looking to move. Additionally, we have a top-quality print
magazine and digital guide to share with prospective residents.

The content is also shared through the brand’s social media platforms,
ensuring widespread reach and engagement. Through these channels,
we will showcase our favorable business climate, abundant attractions
and enviable quality of place.

This is possible through the support of our advertising sponsors:

* Black & Veatch

* Blue Valley Recreation Commission

¢ Central Bank of the Midwest

» City of Overland Park

* Downtown Overland Park Partnership

* Evergy

¢ Farmers Insurance Federal Credit Union

* Hawthorn Bank

* Hero Benefits Network

¢ Johnson County Library

* Johnson County Museum

* Konza Global Wealth Group

¢ NvisionKC

* The University of Kansas Health System

Help us get the word out about our community! We'd love to partner
with you to promote the great things that make Overland Park an excep-
tional place to live and work.

+ Go to livability.com/ks/overland-park. Read unique stories about
what makes Overland Park a great place to live, work and play. The
online articles have something for everyone and they're easy to share
on social media.

» Read and share the digital version. You can flip through online or
download a PDF. You also can use share tools to quickly send a link
by email or post to social media.

» Copies of the print magazine are available at the Overland Park
Chamber of Commerce and at Chamber events.

» Contact us for copies to support your recruitment efforts - opcc@
opchamber.org or (913) 491-3600.
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Last month, the Small Business Council hosted a roundtable discussion
on how business owners can choose, negotiate and finance the right
commercial space for their next stage of growth.

Attendees heard from Clayton Drake, UMB Bank; Chris Wally, Wally &
Company; Kay Smith, Cereset; and Kapil Jain, Bikanervala.

Central Bank partnerships
make great communities

PARTNER SPOTLIGHT

Central Bank serves 29
communities through a
network of 50 full-service
branches, five of which are
located in the Overland
Park community.

Offering best-in-class services
for all your personal and
business needs, Central Bank’s
team of talented professionals
work diligently every day to
provide a customer experience
second to none in the financial
industry.

As a long-time supporter of the
Overland Park Chamber and
The Arts and Recreation
Foundation of Overland Park,
Central Bank is proud to
partner with like-minded
organizations working hard to
make our communities great
places to live and work.
Through their partnership with
Sporting Kansas City, Central
Bank is proud to represent The
Soccer Capital of America®,
offering a limited-time special

edition debit card. The card
offers customers of Central
Bank the opportunity to
showecase their soccer pride
while paying tribute to a game
that brings our communities
together.

Recently, Central Bancompany,
the holding company of Central
Bank, was listed as the top-per-
forming public bank with over
$10 billion in assets for 2025 by
S&P Global Market Intelli-
gence. Central Bank is grateful
for the continued trust and sup-
port of its customers and
communities and looks forward
to serving them for many years
to come.

For more information, visit
www.centralbank.net.

Member FDIC. Central Bancompany ©
2026. The Soccer Capital of America®
debit card is issued by the Central Trust
Bank pursuant to a license by
Mastercard International Incorporated.
Mastercard is a registered trademark of
Mastercard International Incorporated.
Soccer Capital of America® is not a
lender and is not responsible for use of
any debit card. All rights reserved.

(#) Central Bank
RANKED THE BEST BANK IN KANSAS CITY!

b1 1

BEST BANKS
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Member news & events

Our member share the
following news and event
announcements:

Central Bank is hosting Soccer

Capital of America® Pop-Up
Shop, 9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. on
May 8. Browse official tour-
nament merchandise and
celebrate KC's title as Soccer
Capital of America®.

The Spring Parade of Homes,
presented by the Home
Builders Association of
Greater Kansas City, continues
through May 10. It features
317 homes open daily, 11:00
a.m. to 6:00 p.m. Download

the mobile app to save your
favorites and map a customized
route.

Tier 1 Pickleball, a one-year-
old Overland Park company,
was featured in the Kansas City

Business Journal for its inno-
vation and support of military
veterans and first responders.

The City of Overland Park has
a new website that features a
fresh design with enhanced ac-
cessibility tools, translation fea-
tures, more intuitive navigation
and a better user experience.

Johnson County Community
College received the Campus
Sustainability Achievement
Award from the Association for
the Advancement of Sustain-
ability in Higher Education for
its unique and innovative Sus-
tainability Distinction Program.

During international soccer
matches in Kansas City this
summer, the former On the
Border Restaurant at Oak Park
Mall will serve as a primary
welcome hub and transit point
for ConnectKC 2026 transpor-
tation. Oak Park Mall is offering
Chamber members a 20%
discount on advertising agree-
ments committed/signed by
May 15. This includes parking
lot activations, digital market-
ing, large format advertising, as
well as static ads and logo/QR
code opportunities for busi-
nesses with a smaller budget.
For details, contact Karla at
(913) 335-6188 or karla.engel@

cblproperties.com.
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Nifty Promotions is a drop-off
site for donations to Fresh Start
Bags, which supports individ-
uals rescued from modern-day
slavery. ltems collected during
the 2026 FIFA World Cup activ-
ities in the Kansas City metro
will provide essential personal
care items to provide dignity,
comfort, and a sense of renew-
al to survivors. Drop off items at
8002 Reeder Street, or contact
Cindy at cindy@niftypromos.
com or (913) 219-7540.

With the unexpected closure
of the Painted Tree, Oak Park
Mall wants small business
owners to know it offers week-
end pop ups and flexible short-
and long-term options for local
entrepreneurs looking to reach
a wide audience. Fox4 News
recently featured Oak Park’s
message to local entrepre-
neurs. For more details, contact
Jennifer Humphrey at jennifer.
humphrey@cblproperties.com.

Overland Park Regional Medi-
cal Center and Menorah Med-
ical Center have been named
in Castle Connolly’s 2026 Top
Hospitals List.

Discourse Brewing was award-
ed a Gold in the 2026 World
Beer Cup, the most prestigious
beer competition in the world.

ProPartners Healthcare wel-
comed Grace Llewellyn to its
team. Grace is a board certified
family nurse practitioner who
provides comprehensive med-
ical care to patients across the
lifespan.

Overland Park City Clerk
Elizabeth Kelley received the
Mildred Vance City Clerk of the
Year Award from the City Clerks
and Municipal Finance Officers
Association of Kansas.

Recently the first procedure
in Kansas to treat Macular

Telangiectasia type 2 using a
new therapeutic implant was
performed at AdventHealth
Shawnee Mission by Ophthal-
mologist Ravi Singh, MD, and a
dedicated surgical team.
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Empower: Investing in
Overland Park and beyond

PARTNER SPOTLIGHT

Serving over 19.5 million
individuals,' Empower is
a financial services
company on a mission to
empower financial
freedom for all. With an
office on the Aspiria
campus and more than
600 associates in the
Overland Park area, the
company is proud to be
part of this vibrant and
growing community.

Associates support and
volunteer with a variety of
local organizations, including
Deanna Rose Children’s Farm-
stead, Harvesters, Wayside
Waifs, Wreaths Across
America at Johnson County
Memorial Gardens, and more.
Empower backs these
charitable impacts by offering
paid time off to volunteer and
matching programs for both
personal donations and
volunteer hours. In March,
Empower was the presenting
sponsor of the American Lung
Association Fight for Air

Climb - Kansas City and has
been the top fundraising team
for this event for the past four
years. Now, associates are
gearing up for the 2026
Kansas City Corporate
Challenge and looking
forward to the fun and friendly
competition.

For more information, visit:
empower.com

@EmpowerToday on X
@officialempowertoday on
Facebook

@officialempowertoday on
Instagram

@EmpowerToday on TikTok
@EmpowerToday on LinkedIn

'As of December 31, 2025.

Securities, when presented, are
offered and/or distributed by Empower
Financial Services, Inc., Member
FINRA/SIPC. EFSl is an affiliate of
Empower Retirement, LLC.

“EMPOWER" and all associated logos

and product names are trademarks of

Empower Annuity Insurance Company
of America.

©2026 Empower Annuity Insurance
Company of America. All rights
reserved.

CAI-LTR-WF-5928200-0326

Driving Economic Success

Building Permits - March 2026

Square Feet 11,900 ‘
Value $17,400,000 |
- City of Overland Park

Unemployment

Overland Park 3.2% 3.5% 2.8%

KC Metro MISA 3.4% 4.3% 3.2%

State of Kansas 3.5% 4.3% 3.8%

(These percentages are not seasonally adjusted)
- Kansas Labor Information Center (KLIC)
- U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics

Chamber EDC supports
business prosperity

The Chamber’s Economic Development Council works to
attract new companies and jobs to our community. It also
helps existing companies prosper and grow.

To learn more about the Chamber EDC, contact Libbey at [tucker@
opchamber.org.

Low-cost health insurance
for Chamber members

The Chamber is pleased to offer additional value for your
membership - cost-effective, high-quality health insur-
ance solutions for your team, which also helps you attract
and maintain employees.

The Chamber offers to your employees and their families a health
insurance plan through the Chamber of Commerce Executives of
Kansas. This plan, Chamber Solutions, is for qualified member
businesses with 2-100 employees in Kansas.

Chamber Solutions is an Aetna Funding Advantage Medical Plan
and a level-funded product that offers the stability of a level month-
ly payment and stop loss protection with the ability to share in any
claims funding surplus. Groups receive individually underwritten
proposals.

Local brokers are encouraged to offer the plan and should con-
tact Tim Shrout, Gallagher Benefit Services at (816) 507-3249 or
Tim_shrout@ajg.com. To use your local broker, connect them with
Tim for details.

For more information, contact us at (913) 491-3600.
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Corporate Partners

.
AdventHealth

E BLACK&VEATCH

Central Bank
. of the Midwest

A Division of The Central Trust Bank.

fiserv.

MENORAH MEDICAL CENTER

OVERLAND PARK REGIONAL
MEDICAL CENTER

Hills

Transforming Lives

B

HCA
MIDWEST
HEALTH

IS Saint Luke’s.

I: Mobile

Corporate Sponsors

Affinis Corp
Empower

Evergy

ENBO

Foulston Siefkin LLP
JE Dunn Construction
Company

Johnson County
Community College

Kansas Gas Service

McCownGordon
Construction

Security Bank of
Kansas City
Security Benefit

Spencer Fane LLP

The University of Kansas

Edwards Campus

To add your name to this list,
contact Tracey Osborne Oltjen
at (913) 491-3600 or
tosborne@opchamber.org.

Recent Events

MEMBERS CONNECTING WITH MEMBERS

Members enjoyed networking at last month’'s Wednesday Wake-up hosted by Jason’s Deli.

Talented student entrepreneurs/
business owners competed with
5-minute business or nonprofit pitch
ideas in the 2026 Shawnee Mission
School District Student Chamber
Startup Showcase.

Hosted by The Culture House at Oak_
Park Mall, the event was sponsored
by the Shawnee Mission Education
Foundation and the Overland Park
Chamber of Commerce.

PLIMBING «
ELLCTRIC IHC,

Members enjoyed networking at OP After Hours hosted last month by the Overland Park Historical Society.
Thank you to our 2026 Series Sponsor: Hill’s Pet Nutrition!

Last month, the Chamber’s All in Overland
Park welcomed newcomers and community
members to the first-ever All in Overland Park
Community Event. Attendees had the
opportunity to connect directly with local
businesses and organizations, exploring what
they offer through engaging, hands-on
experiences, while businesses were able to
share their work in a meaningful, approachable
way. The event created a space for real
conversations, new connections and a stronger
sense of community.

To stay involved and hear about future events,
subscribe to the All Week in OP email list.
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