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Established in June of 2023 with funding 
from Child Care Aware of Kansas

Raising JoCo is a coalition made up of:

Early child care professionals

Business leaders

Community advocates

Child care Licensing Staff

Early childhood partner organizations

 



Overarching Goal 

• To engage community 
partners, providers, and families in 
collaborative work aimed at 
identifying innovative, affordable, 
accessible, and sustainable solutions 
for strengthening early childhood 
care and education in Johnson 
County



Child Care Challenges are Workforce 
Challenges

• The current system is unsustainable

• Traditional affordability metrics are misleading
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Child Care Challenges are Workforce 
Challenges

• Shared responsibility is essential is

• Deregulation isn’t the answer



What can you do??  

• Consider adding onsite childcare for your employees

• Contract with a local child care center or home for guaranteed slots or 
discounts

• Offer child care tax credits

• Offer dependent care pre tax plans

• Consider a tri-share model 

• AND  join Raising JoCo and help make the 
difference in the early childhood community



Thank you

• Eldonna Chesnut, MSN, BSN, 
RN, CPHE

• Raising JoCo Co-Chair

• Division Director of Child Care 
Licensing

• Johnson County Department of 
Health and Environment

• eldonna.chesnut@jocogov.org 
913-477-8366

mailto:eldonna.chesnut@jocogov.org
mailto:eldonna.chesnut@jocogov.org


Cost for Family Child Care 
Home 



Cost of Childcare in 
Johnson County - Center
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